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RAIN 18 GOOD NEWS,

It ie most woleome news that copiouns
rains are abating the fires in north
western Montann and in the panhandle
of Idaho. The efforts of men are prac-
tieally futile in fighting a forest fire,
but copious and eontinoed rains are al
ways effective.

The loss of life from these fires must
be very great., Prohably the full ex
tent of thie loss will never be known
We suraly hope and trust that the esti-
mate of thousands mentioned in some
of the dispatches may be sxXAg-
goerations; but thera aseems ranm
to doubt that the loss of life is heavy
and very grisvous,

Nothing, however, can
devastation caused by a forest fire
Blackness and eover its track
There is nothing but the mozt deleful
outlook within the blackened region
anvwhere the track the foresl
fire. Such fires bhave heon noted
long intervals in the history of
conntry. Some thirty years ago
was in northern
forest fires that approached somewhat
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to the tremendous fires that are now
reported on the northern border, hat
the area covered by those Wisconsin
fires was comparatively =mall, Still,
men and women and children by the
hundreds were roasted alive, and the
region was made desolate.

It must be a doleful seens up in the
Tduho panhsodle and  northwestern
Montana today. The
ered with a pall of
the smoldering fires prevent
proach eit for relief or
It ix a terrible thing altogether, and the
hope of humanity must be for a
ficieney of storms to absolutely quench
the fires,
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SILENT SHERMAN.

The dispatehes sav thar VieePrea
|dent Sherman makes no comment (for
publication, we sunpose) an the changed
| situation in New York coused by the
|eoming together of President Taft and
Colonel Ronsevelt, This coming to-
getlier involved an e desertion
by  President Taft co-President
Sherman and of T.‘n o8 that sup
port Sherman. Buat so ns anvihing
that Sherman can say about it i ¢on
cerned, he 18 wise to hold his penee
Nothing from him can this ti I

ecithor elarifving or halpfuol

11

It is with the line of p 1ilities
that he and his forees may the
administration forees eombined with
Mr., Roosevelt in the New York Stawe
copvention. This, howeveér, 18 not in
any way likely

We see that the New York Tribune
calls upon Viee-Prosident Sherman to

decline to serve as temporary chairman

of the State eonvention. There 3= noth
ing from Sherman, howewver, on this:
and sinece Mr. Barnes, the Albany haoss,
has declared that the ““old guard”’ will
fight it ont aguinst Roosevelt in the
State eonvention. it 12 not in the leust
tikely that Sherman has a thought to
withdraw. He will stand or fall with
the *“‘old guard.”’

But even if the '‘old guard®’ is de

feated in the State convention, it by
no means follows that the guard is down
and out. It has wonderful powers of
resuseitation. The New York chine
has been smashed time after time, but
never entirely and it has &
fueility of repair that is as cunning and
adroit #s it is instantaneous at need.

Vice-President Sherman does well
kesp quiet for the present; but
porary chairman of the New York State
convention he sound the kevnote
of the campaign as the "“old guard™
would like to conduct it, and that key-
note will not he in the least like the
kevnote sounded by Presidear Taft in
his eurions letter in which he signifies
his desertion of the stand pat erowd
and of his support of the *‘stand-pat’
tariff.
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MR. HALL OF SPRINGVILLE.

With an enclosed elipping fram an
editorizl artiele which appeared in our

issue of August 10th, we have received
a communication from Mr. James E.
Hall of Springville, Utah. Mr Hall

rorjuests publication thereof as a mat-
ter of justice to himself, and The Trib-
une gladly hasteéns to ia order
to clear a good eitizen of an ill reputs
that might otherwise be wrongfully at-
tached to his name. Mr. Hall's letter
is ns follows:

My pame ls James E lhll. T have re-
gided In Springville for 3% years. There
1§ Tl NOW ROr never hqr bosn any o r
family of Hall living In Spr ‘ifle, hence
1 vonclude that 1 must bée the party men-
tioned In your not very eomplimentary
notice I am known througshout this
ecounty ani Btate, and further desire to
say that If T any the party referred to
that each and every allegation Is abso-
lutely untrue, and without eny provoca-
tlon on my part ! have never bean in
Mexico In my life. nor have 1 ever had
tut one wife, rm-! shs s now my only
wife., Nelther have 1 evér taken any
other wife. [ believe it wrong to do so,
for as 1 understand It my
not sanction the act. Tt
the law of our State. which
supreme, hence 1 am plﬂas- d
and obey the same,

The Tribune is not only glad to do
this nct of justice toward Mr. Hall,
but it desires to thapk him for his
splendid expressions of fealty to the
law and loyalty to his country. If all
the members of his chureh enterfuinad
the same sentiments, Utah would not
be afflieted with her present greatest
trouble. We hope that his tesching in
this respect will be heeded by all to
whom it may come, and it is hound to
have n great effect for good.

James E. Hall of Springville 15 not

“i Jim Hall'' pamed by The Trib-
une ns a new polygamist and as a resi-
dent of Mexico, Evidently onr in
formant was mistaken in saving that
the Mexican Jim Hall was once a resi-
dent of Springville; but otherwise he
was undoubtedly correct. Wa publish

do 8o

‘r also nguinst
I hold to be
1o uphald

an hoporzhle eitizen.
This is one ense in which a deninl

of méw polvgumy bas been made that

chureh would |

these facts in justice to James E. Hall, |
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